he invasion of non-native plants in
the Escondido Creek: watershed has
s reached disastrous proportron&

- Many non-nativé plants'(also known
"0 as exotics) have escaped their landscape .
plantrng and become naturalized. Not all

exotic¢ plants have the potent1al to devas= -

 tate “natural areas; many exist happrly in
gardens along with a wide variety of both
native and ornamental- plants The ma-
Jor1ty of invasive plantswere introduced
both thtingly and unwittingly by Euro-
. pean settlers after 1769 The focus of this
1 series is on those 1 invasive plants that have
traly earned this moniker by-wreaking
havoc in natural areas through displace-
ment of nanvespecres and w1ld11fe habltat

Currently, the most invasive and prob—
* leatic plants in the Escondido Creek
- watershed include arund6 (Arundo donax),
- pampas grass (Cortaderia selloana), jubata-
- grass (Cortaderia jubata); eucalyptus (Eu-
~ calyptus spp.), Cape or German vy
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commums), wild fennel (Foenzculum ‘vul— ‘
_gare)y and tamarisk or salt cedar (Tamm‘zx
spp). These plants will be discussedin

-detail in'a new Warershed Voice series.

- Beginning in this issue with arundo, each -

- plant’s-history; its effects on the water--—
- shed, and acceptable. erad1cat10n methods
- will be h1ghl1ghted

k “The ubrqu1tous Arundo donax (also ~

* 1 kitown7as giant reed, giant cane, or bam="

_boo) is a robust perenmal grass brought

to California: by Spanish settlers: It was.

v

used as building material, for adobe Lem- v

forecement, roofing and fencmg, and for

. basket- makmg It can be harvested for -

" paper and fiber'production and is favored _
by today’s musicians as reeds for wood- -
“wind instruments. However, matérial for- -
these products, comes from contro]_led
“commercial operatlons ‘

Once you famlhanze yourself w1th th1s
plant you will begin to see it in every ri-
par1an area yet to be restored It 18 tall as

known-as, giﬂ}zz‘ -
: reefd,’cangrow
‘four inches per-day -
and up to 30 feet
“tall. Here, sz‘andx

" grow-along the

" -power line corridor
west of El Camina
- Real and north of
Tamamck m
Carlsbad Note s
‘size in Felation to

! Yhe automobile in
~this photo.

INVASIVE PLANTS?

= pural wildlife corridors, effectively cutting

NN T i K
-Aruvido, also =

" 'high as 30 feet or more, and can grow -
.. upto four 1nches per day. Its rhizomes .
(thick, knotty roots) spread rapidly, es-
pecra]ly “when the root masses are under- -
- cut by stream flow. When large rhizome
“ masses are uprooted, they can rip out =
" hugé chunks of stream bank, flow =~ -
1 downstrearn to create new 1nfestat1ons,
.~ and cause expensive damage t6 bridges
© and other infrastructures: Massive infes-.

e

~ “tatfonsywhich can-extend for acres;” alter =

the normal meandermg@tream channely
causmg further stream undercuttmg, RN
erosion, and flooding; all resu.ltlng in’’

+ loss ofproperty N \;\ .

v

Arundo crowdsw)ut native plants by<
\usurpmg nutrients, sun, and moisture.
_The dense “forests” of artirdo block nat—

s

- animals off from their water supply and

n\ormal creek—shadl /g native shrubs: and
 trees;  because it grows vertrcally without
creatrng a shadrng canopy, the-water
- -temperature rises, and habitat for ﬁs,h
_bugs, and other critters becomes’] l:rostrle N
Arundo offers'no food or habitat for L
- marals; birds, fish, or amphrblans
> “while destroymg the native plant nutri-
> . tion these species depend on. As infesta- -
© tions grow, entire plant and animal pop-.
ulations. can be lost, except for rats . .
+“which seem to ﬂounsﬁ ' xS
Asif all: th1s is'not bad enough arundo
is extremely ﬂammable When heated, 1tf
" can actually “explode?, 1nﬁam1ng nearby/ '
oil=rich eucalyptus- (another invasive
- species), and spreading fire rap1d1y, The

loss can be tremendous for other ripar- |

“ian vegetatlon, structures and- homes;” .

~ and human and animallife. When the

- destruction is complete, the. a];undo rh1—\
zomies start growth anew. .

|

" migratory trails. Arundo displaces the - ~ .
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A $9 500 grant application written by TECC volunteer,
Martha Blane, was funded by the Charles H. Stout Foundation™

W T in June 2001. These funds will be tsed to purchase.¢quipment, = |

vsupphes, signs, and services for a volunteer habitat enhancement |
“projectto remove exotic/non-native plants from the non-wet--
land portions of the ‘Escondido Créek Preserve. The 97-acre :
- TECC=owned preserve consists of two parcels; the 76-acre par-

"7t celadjacent to the Elfin Forest Recreational Reserve (EFRR)

and a 21-acre pa.rcel located appromrnately three miles down-:
stream. The project will remove invasive, non-native plants (pri= *
marlly eucaly%tus cape 1vy, castor bean; fennel, arundo and tree:
tobaceo) thatare competing with and choking eut native:vegeta-
tion that provrdes habitat for wildlife. TECC’s project will be
similar to exotics removal conducted upstream at the EFRR by )
the Ohvenhzun Mun1c1pal Wiater District (OMWD).

TECC’s hab1tat enhancement ptoject will be conducted in the -
“~non-wetlarid portlons of the preserve, The wetland portlons :
ate not included-in this volunteer project since they require -

» planning and permitting by local and state agencies before en-- - |
hancement can be implementéd. However, removal of exotics. [
P

- adjacent to the wetland areas reduces further invasion into wet-
*_land areas. The equipment TECC will purchase using Stout
grant money -will be used for - years to come as TECC continues

" its work restoring and preserving native habitat within the Es-

+ condido Creek watershed Thanks to volunteer, grant 1mp1e—
mentatlon assrstants Ann Beck Wrtte and Frank McCullogh

e In February, staff obtamed a grant from the San Diego’Stream - *|'

"Team that will fund chemical testing- supplies and training to
start this additional water quality testing program on Escon-
dido Creek. Also, TECC will purchase additional equipment
to enharce its benthic macroinvertebrate (bug) collecting to
monitor the health of the creek. The shopping list includes .

- rsuch items as a.dénsiometer to measure creck canopy cover, a

P

. laser level to measure creek gradient, and a digital camera for

- recording physical habitat. Additional essentials like hip waders

and Leki hiking poles (necessary for safety on rugged trails and _

" fording the creek) will also be purchased. “Life-saving” Leki
" “poles have previously been loaned by generous TECC member,
= Dr. Betsy Keithley. , T ;

| ;:In partnershrp with the San Ehjo Lagoon Foundat1on and the

San Diego Departmient of Parks & Recreation, TECC subrmt—
ted an Urban Streams Restoration grant ift March. Staff also .

* wrote a’small grant for land acquisition through the Wetlands

Recovery Project. TECC is excited about the possibility of
~working on these projects. Look for news-about these hlghly

: .compet1trve grants and keep your ﬁngers crossed' Grant recrpr—

ents will be notified this spnng o L

" Greai‘ News! ’ R

TECC’S anonymous donor has extended the 1 fund ra1srng
challenge beyond March 31, 2002

If you have béen meamng to send in your extra donation or
" renew your membership, this is the perfect time! All funds will
be deposited in the TECC Land Acquisition Fund at the San
: Diego Foundation: TECC needs your help to presetve the few

~ . remaining wild-places in the Escondido Creek wgtershed Please -

- use the enclosed envelope for your convenience:

 WATERSHED EVENTS |

'INTRODUCTION TO CITIZEN
- WATER QUALITY MONITORING

C1t1zen Water Quality monltorlng offers the ‘opportunity to construcnvely engage\, :

the pubhc\and increase understanding of the respective roles’of citizens and gov<
ernment agencies in protectirig the state’s waters. This: one- “day course is designed
“to introduce;citizens to the techniques involved in measuring water quality. The

“Clean Water Team, the citizen monitoring coordinators of the State Water Re- -
sources Control Board, will present this course. Topics to be covered include: the:

role'of citizen monitoring, Citizen monitoring success stories, water quality moni- = -

 toring techniques, quality assurance planning and implementation, and services

/

- available from the Clean Water Team. Thecourse will be a; \¢ombination of lec— )
 tures and hands-on demonst.ratrons Leaders from 10<:a.1 crtlzen‘momtorrng\pro-
0 | \ .
_grams will part1c1pate as featured ‘presenters. : :

AR

\_ saturdayAprms, 2002
Mission Trails Regional Park ‘

”’\k : C o S| Father_]umpero Serra Trail .

e San Dlego, CA 92119 - ce
R . g«Hours 9:00 a.m. — 300pm/ o o
- " Fee: No Charge =
Spec1al Instruetlons casual dress, approprlate for

-

outdoor activity and water samphng
Class max:mum 25

Contact teccsters@yahoo com .
o to reg1ster for thrs and upcomrng Workshops

COMIVIUNITY SERVICE THROUGH ART
ATECC STUDENT WATERSHED ACTIVITY PRO]ECT

Students w1sh1r1g to enhance therr r community are invited to help The Escond1do
Creek Conservancy through creative activities in the outdoors

Moet Satyrdaysln The Fz'eld,To_-/; ,

_DRAW.~

B . /’ T PAINT
o s -~ PHOTOGRAPH -~
L © MAKERUBBINGS -~ =
> DESIGNTRAILMAPS > = =
'~ FIND PLANTS AND ANIMALS S
© WRITE STORIES WITH IMAGES « N
" COMPOSE POETRY /MUSIC/SONG '~ .=

, MAKE CASTINGS OF ANIMAL TRACKS i
. PREPARE COLLECTED MATERIALS FOR WEB PAGESF

-

Be part of the field team or the web team or both Create 1ndependent1y orasa f, -

group to develop your cieations and ‘discoveries into website corttent. Student work '

may be shown on the TECC website to facilitate identification of plants & ammals

FOR MORE INFORMATION (760) 436~ 7198 N f\'\
B - Ore- marl\<twh1r1ed@yahoo com> or o
http S www. escond1docreek org/ artsrte html

" Student Commumty Semce Pr0}ect
§ Drrected By TECC Volunteer Webmaster, -
- Mr. Ted Whitledge, Credentialed Art Teacher - = - .~
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