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Become a Supporter!
Join Our Conservation Efforts by Becoming
a Supporter or Renewing Your Support
The Escondido Creek Conservancy (TECC) is a non-profit public benefit corporation 
dedicated to the preservation, enhancement, and protection of the natural open 
space within the Escondido Creek watershed. We support educational programs and 
compatible outdoor recreation within the watershed. 

Not a Supporter of The Escondido Creek Conservancy?
Join today and add your voice to the hundreds of local people who already look
to the Conservancy to protect and preserve the natural open space within the 
Escondido Creek watershed!

Here’s How Your Support Contributed Last Year

Donate Online At: www.escondidocreek.org  
or Detach & Mail the Form on the Right to:
TECC | PO Box 460791 | Escondido, CA 92046

YES!
Thank you for your gift. Donations are tax deductible to the extent 
provided by law. TECC’s tax identification is 33-0497525. 
Please Make Checks Payable To: The Escondido Creek Conservancy
Mail This Form To: TECC PO Box 460791, Escondido, CA 92046
Name: 
Address: 
City:  State  Zip:  
Phone: (              ) 
Email: 

Monthly Support Options:
I (we) authorize The Escondido Creek Conservancy to initiate debit 
entries to my (our) Checking Account/Savings Account (select one) 
indicated below and debit the same to their account.
Date: 
Bank Name: 
Branch: 
City:  State  Zip: 
Account Number: 
Routing Number: 
Amount (Minimum $10):  
Start Date:  
Name:  

Signature:  

Annual Support Options:
  Student | $10   Creek Protector | $500

  Limited Income | $25   Creek Advocate | $1,000 

  Individual | $35   Creek Defender | $5,000 

  Joint/Family | $50   Creek Guardian | $10,000

  Creek Benefactor | $100    Other Amount  

Please Charge My Credit Card:
 One time    Monthly   Visa      MasterCard    Amex

Credit Card #.: 

Exp Date:   Sec. Code on Back of Card:

Name on Card: 

Signature:  

For gifts of stock or land, please contact Ann Van Leer, Executive 
Director at (760) 471-9354 or information@escondidocreek.org.

P.O. Box 460791 • Escondido, CA 92046
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The Escondido Creek Conservancy Board of Directors & Staff

I want to support TECC’s mission of 
watershed protection. Here’s my gift! 

Kevin Barnard | President  Steve Barker | Director
Jon Dummer | Vice President  Betsy Keithley Ph.D | Director
Ron Forster | Secretary  Ann Van Leer | Executive Director
Richard Murphy | Treasurer  Simon Breen | Education Manager
Leonard Wittwer | Director Andrew Cacciaguida | Conservation Land Manager
Brent Alspach | Director Michelle  Doeher | Administrator
Jeff Swenerton | Director Graphic Design | Frantic Graphics
Tim Costanzo | Director 
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 “In the end we will conserve 
only what we love; we will 
love only what we understand; 
and we will understand only 
what we are taught.”–Baba Dioum, 1968

Baba Dioum was a Senegalese forestry 
engineer in 1968 when he penned this 
quote for a paper he presented at the 
International Union for the Conservation 
of Nature and Natural Resources. Since 

that time, the World Wildlife Fund estimates that vertebrate species have 
experienced a 50% population decline. The decline has been even more 
dramatic in San Diego County, the country’s most biologically diverse 
county.

This is the last newsletter before the end of my term as board president.  
Sometimes it is hard to be inspirational in the face of loss. Yet I find solace 
in The Escondido Creek Conservancy (TECC), an example of a grassroots, 
local non-profit, making significant positive impacts to our natural world. 
If ever there was a vehicle for thinking globally, then acting locally, it is 
TECC.  

In the four years I have been TECC’s president, we have continued a 
furious pace of land acquisitions, often juggling multiple acquisitions 
simultaneously. As I write this article we have almost 1,000 additional 
acres of open space in contract near Daley Ranch and Lake Wohlford 
which, when acquired, will create a contiguous corridor of preserved 
lands extending over 9 miles from Highway 15 to Lake Wohlford, unique 
in North County. We have begun an appeal to raise at least $1 million in 
2016-2017 from private sources to help fund these preservation efforts.  

Additionally, TECC’s educational programs have also grown dramatically. 
In 2012, a few hundred children participated in TECC education programs; 
in 2016, over 2,000 children are expected to take part in TECC’s science-
based hands-on programming. And we now have a full-time education 
manager and our first-ever education strategic plan, which will help 
expand these opportunities in the future. 

What has been my role in all of this?  Primarily being a cheerleader. I’ll 
do my best to continue to support the TECC team going forward, and I 
implore you to do the same. What remains of our still-beautiful piece of 
North County depends on it!

Kevin Barnard | President of TECC
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Willow Trees Update
We received lab results from UC Riverside about 
our bark samples from the dying willow trees on 
TECC property. Although the Fusarium fungus 
was detected, it is not the same as the fungus 
transmitted by KSHB. Our sample included several 
fungal pathogens that could cause dieback; 
however, these fungi could also be secondary 
caused by stressed plants (i.e. drought). For now 
the dieback seems to have slowed, possibly due to 
cooler weather and more moisture in the air. We 
will continue to monitor the willows throughout 
the winter and into the spring.

In the past 25 years, over 3,000 acres of wild lands have been 
preserved in the Escondido Creek watershed.
TECC has been involved in over 80% of those  acquisitions. 
Additionally, over the years, TECC’s environmental education 
program has grown such that now over 2,000 young people 
per year have the opportunity to participate in discovery-
based programs, making memories that will stay with them 
forever.

Find Out More In Our Progress Report!
 http://escondidocreek.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Progress-Report-Web.pdf

© Richard Murphy
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Students successfully release their trout in a designated site approved by 
Fish & Wildlife | Photo: Derrell Bridgement,  CAEP

Steelhead Trout in San Luis Rey River | Photo Credit: Paul Curtis
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As part of our Education Strategic Plan’s goal to foster stewardship, we 
had a mandate to provide local schools with a real-world environmental 
project. When we asked schools if they would be interested in a Trout in the 
Classroom program, they were hooked.

This is a highly engaging program created by the California Department 
of Fish & Wildlife where students raise rainbow trout from eggs to fry. (No, 
they are not going to fry the trout! “Fry” is the technical term for a juvenile 
fish.) As students care for the fish, they come to realize the importance of 
clean water and healthy ecosystems. When the fish are old enough, the 
students release them in an approved lake.

Thanks to a generous grant through SDG&E’s Environmental Champions 
initiative, TECC will be sponsoring the program in three local schools. 
The grant provides funding for all the equipment, and it also covers the 
transportation cost for the participating schools to take fieldtrips to the 
Elfin Forest Recreational Reserve and experience our Watersheds curriculum. 
After completing the program, students will have a clear understanding of 
watersheds, water quality, water temperature, and civic engagement.

Although rainbow trout and steelhead are the same species, they have 
different lifestyles. Steelhead spend part of their lives in the ocean and 
part in freshwater, while rainbow trout spend their lives mostly or entirely 
in freshwater. Steelhead trout were once abundant in southern California, 
but their populations have plummeted due to urban development, dams, 
and degraded water quality conditions. TECC has a dream to one day 
repopulate the Escondido Creek with steelhead, but for that to happen, the 
water quality of the creek needs to improve to levels that can support this 
sensitive species. While we’re working on that, the Trout in the Classroom 
program will help the next generation of stewards learn about this beautiful 
fish so they can help make our dream a reality. 

Thanks to the National Wildlife Federation for help with this article. 

Check out this link for an inside look at another highly successful Trout 
in the Classroom program: www.youtube.com/watch?v=DL4Sx5Z3I2g

TECC Brings the Trout in 
the Classroom Program
to North County!
You’d be surprised what you can learn from a fish.
by Simon Breen |  Education Manager

Conway Elementary 4th graders from Escondido learn about trout from TECC Board Member Jeff Swenerton

After hatching, trout lay in gravel and feed off of the yolk sacs until they
are able to swim | Photo: CAEP

Through the Conservancy’s leadership, the Escondido Creek Watershed will become a      model of vibrant urban communities and viable natural ecosystems thriving together.



New Exhibit Builds
Appreciation for the
Symphony of Nature 
Around Us
by Simon Breen |  Education Manager

Sometimes the visual beauty of the outdoors can 
be so resplendent that it’s easy to take the other 
types of beauty that surround our senses for granted.  
The phase “stop and smell the roses” recognizes that 
nature has more for our senses than simply its visual 
appeal. One sense that we often relegate to the 
background is sound. Now, a new TECC exhibit on 
display in the Interpretive Center at the Elfin Forest 
Recreational Reserve–Sounds of the Watershed–helps 
bring the sound of nature to the foreground.

A mourning dove cooing on a power line, the 
hypnotic trickle of a meandering stream, the jovial 
laughter of children crossing a creek, the choir of 
toads and cicadas on a summer night–our watershed 
produces an endless playlist of nuanced sounds.  
Sometimes being able to distinguish between the 
sweet song of a yellow warbler and the chirpy chatter 
of a hooded oriole is like learning another language.  
This new exhibit will help you identify common (and 
not-so-common) sounds that resonate throughout 
our watershed. Featuring striking photographs of 
birds, mammals, amphibians, reptiles, and water, it 
uses QR code technology to playback the sounds 
associated with the accompanying image.

The next time you step into the outdoors, don’t 
just stop to smell the sage–listen to the rich tapestry 
of sound around you. But first, you’ll want to stop 
by the Elfin Forest Interpretive Center and check out 
this interactive new exhibit so you’ll know how to 
interpret everything you hear out there.

The exhibit is on display  through December 31st, 2016. The 
Elfin Forest Interpretive Center is located at 8833 Harmony 
Grove Road, Escondido, CA 92029.
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Update: Save 1,000 Acres Campaign!
by Ann Van Leer |  Executive Director

We have recently kicked off a fundraising campaign to Save 1,000 Acres 
in the upper watershed between Highway 15 and Lake Wohlford, creating a 
contiguous wildlife corridor of over 9 miles of preserved lands. You may be 
seeing articles and news stories about the campaign and may even have 
received a letter asking for your support of the campaign. For those of you who 
have already given, THANK YOU! For others, there is still time... Any and all tax-
deductible contributions are welcome and needed, and we have donors lined 
up to match your contribution! We are also leading special hikes to the sites for 
those that can help us with fund raising. If your company or a group of your 
generous friends would like to donate to the campaign while enjoying a guided 
walk with us, please email save1000acres@escondidocreek.org for more details. 
We’ll even offer up some cheese and fresh fruit while we watch the sun set.

For more information see www.save1000acres.org

Plaza Del Arroyo Volunteers Needed
by Ann Van Leer |  Executive Director

We are always looking for new volunteers to help us maintain the Plaza 
Del Arroyo, which was TECC’s first effort to create a “pocket park” along 
Escondido Creek within the city of Escondido (aka, the flood control channel). 
The site has been struggling - along with the rest of the city - with ongoing 
litter and  graffiti concerns. The good news is that we are working with both 
the property owner, Evans Tires, and the city of Escondido, to improve the 
site. Additionally, Escondido Shines just provided TECC a grant to install a 
security camera, and private companies have offered to help with lighting and 
landscape improvements.  

If you’d like to be a part of the transformation of the heart of the city, please contact 
information@escondidocreek.org for more information.

© Richard Murphy

©Steve Brad

©Gary Nafis ©Debbie Ekhaml Merrill

Thanks to Keller Williams real estate agents who came out to volunteer!

©George Mileon
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funds to remove the transportation cost barrier for a new partner 
school; we’ve conducted research to investigate the possibility 
of offering a summer camp program; we’ve formed exciting new 
partnerships such as the Trails & Ales program, and enhanced 
existing ones, such as collaboration with the California Chaparral 
Institute on a new Passport to Nature program; and we’re currently 
in the process of more efficiently monitoring and evaluating the 
programs we offer. All of this is part of a broader effort to optimize 
our impact and ensure that our education programs are better 
configured to galvanize the audience we serve to become lifelong 
environmental stewards.

Download a copy of the executive summary at:
www.escondidocreek.org/strategic-plan/education-strategic-
plan/ 

In 2015, TECC met with stakeholders, partners, and collaborators 
to create the Conservancy’s first-ever Education Strategic Plan.  
This is a five-year plan that will steer TECC’s approach to our 
environmental education programs within the watershed.

As of 2016 we have begun implementing the Plan’s first 
year. Although the year is not quite over yet, we’ve already 
accomplished some remarkable objectives. For example, we’ve 
created pre- and post-fieldtrip activities to provide repeated 
exposure to topics we teach and increase the likelihood of 
long-term knowledge retention; we’ve administered a survey 
of existing environmental education programs currently being 
provided by schools and relevant organizations serving our local 
watershed so we can identify who is being served and close the 
gap for schools lacking such opportunities; we successfully raised 

Implementation of Our New
Education Strategic Plan is Underway
by Simon Breen |  Education Manager
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1st graders from High Tech Elementary North County help plant native 
plants as part of an effort to foster stewardship | Photo Credit: Ron Forster 

Board member and co-founder Steve Barker leads a hike on TECC property 
as part of the Trails & Ales program | Photo Credit: Richard Murphy

Lack of transportation funding is one of the biggest barriers to outdoor 
educational opportunities

Ecologist and conservationist Aldo Leopold revolutionized land 
management with his notion of a land ethic. Under this philosophy, wildlands 
are a community to which we belong; humans should not see themselves as 
conquerors of nature, but rather as citizens of it.

With that notion in mind, TECC partnered with the Olivenhain Municipal 
Water District in the fall of 2014 to launch the Elfin Forest Trail Patrol program.  
The program grew out of a very real need: the Elfin Forest Recreational 
Reserve only had three Rangers to manage 784 acres of land.  This program 
recruits and trains volunteers to be ambassadors of the Reserve. Volunteers 
enrich the experience for trail users, providing information to the public 
while simultaneously monitoring the trails for areas that Rangers may need to 
service.  With a roster now of more than 35 active volunteers, we are happy to 
report that the program is a success!

Now TECC is launching something similar: the TECC Land Steward program.  
A logical extension of the Elfin Forest Trail Patrol program, TECC’s version 
will place volunteers on TECC property to be the eyes and ears for TECC’s 
Conservation Land Manager. In contrast to the Trail Patrol program, Land 
Stewards will be given even greater responsibility.

Stewards will assist with land maintenance, such as invasive species control, 
trash pick-up, enhancing the trail-user experience (where applicable), and 
increasing the visibility of TECC. This is an exciting opportunity for volunteers 
to experience TECC properties that may otherwise be closed to the public.  
With more than 1,750 acres of land currently under the management of TECC’s 
Conservation Land Manager, this program could not come soon enough.  

To become a TECC Land Steward, all volunteers must first complete the Elfin 
Forest Trail Patrol program. Fortunately, the trainings will now occur back-to-
back. The former takes place Thursday, January 26th and February 2nd, 6:00-
8:30 p.m. The latter will be on Thursday, February 9th, 6:00-8:30 p.m. To enroll, 
contact Simon Breen: simon@escondidocreek.org.

In the words of Aldo Leopold, “When we see land as a community to which 
we belong, we may begin to use it with love and respect.” What better way to 
give back to our community and demonstrate love and respect than to be a 
citizen of nature and volunteer as a Land Steward?

University Heights 
Preserved!
by Ann Van Leer |  Executive Director

In 2012, TECC asked for help to protect the 502-
acre University Heights property in Harmony Grove. 
As a result of public donations, support from key 
grantors, and a sympathetic interim buyer, TECC 
was able to successfully save University Heights in 
two phases, the second of which will close escrow 
by the end of 2016. Contributions from TECC 
supporters were essential to preserving University 
Heights! After five long years of hard work, and 
the generous donations of time, money, and effort 
by many, another key Escondido Creek watershed 
property is now preserved, forever.

TECC should become the fee title owner of 
the west side of the property by the end of 2016. 
Working in coordination with state and federal 
wildlife agencies and the County of San Diego 
Parks and Recreation Department, which now owns 
the east side of the property, TECC will develop 
a natural resources management plan for the 
western portion of the property to make certain 
it is maintained in a manner consistent with other 
TECC-owned and managed properties. It is the 
western portion of the property that is occupied 
by the threatened coastal California gnatcatcher, so 
it’s vitally important that we plan to make certain 
that both the gnatcatcher and California’s other 
struggling wildlife will always have a healthy respite 
on University Heights. A huge shout out to all those 
TECC supporters that gave time and/or money 
towards the campaign for University Heights. You 
made a difference!

Volunteers perform invasive removal on a TECC property to restore the habitat

Be a Citizen of Nature: 
Become a TECC Land 
Steward Volunteer
by Simon Breen |  Education Manager

The hills of University Heights in the distance | Photo Credit: Richard Murphy


