FALL 2020

President’s Letter
by Richard Murphy

This year’s display of spring flowers has
been spectacular all over the county.
I hope you have been able to get out
and enjoy their beauty. From Borrego
to the coast, the wonder of San Diego’s
biodiversity has been amazing. Seeing
our natural lands at their showy best
strengthens our resolve to protect
them for future generations to experience and enjoy. Fortunately, the
Conservancy was very successful in
doing just that this last year.
With your generous support and the
hard work of our staff, the 693-acre
Mountain Meadow Preserve will be
protected in perpetuity. Proving to be
one of the most complex and challenging acquisitions in the history of
our organization, this was a significant
step in our Save 1000 Acres campaign.
The Conservancy is still working hard
toward completing the preservation of
the 282-acre John Henry property near
Lake Wohlford to continue the campaign. Strong community support has
had a significant impact on the success
of these acquisitions, and we hope
you’ll continue to support our work to

LIFE IS WILD

Life Is Wild

by Meghan Williams | Development Associate

The impressive and powerful forces of nature have been on
display throughout the watershed this wet and rainy season.
Observing and measuring the rainfall in one way or another
has been a new and exciting pastime for many. Water levels
in Grape Day Park and throughout the channel have been extremely high and swift. Flash flood warnings became realities
and were the cause of numerous road closures around the
county.

The beautiful blooms
of a desert blue bell
(Phacelia campanularia)
photographed in
Elfin Forest.
Photo: Richard Murphy

Through these series of storms, spectacular shows of nature
have appeared—rainbows, waterfalls, picturesque sunsets,
snow capped mountain ranges, and beautiful blooms are decorating our valleys and hillsides. The rains also graced us with

An Anna’s hummingbird
shows off its ruby-red
colors near Escondido
Creek.
A painted lady
butterfly feeds on a
California sunflower
in the middle of the
March migration.
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A spectacular sighting
of California poppies
growing along Harmony
Grove hillsides.
Ceanothus veracosus’s white aromatic
blooms flourish near
the top of Olivenhain
Reservoir.
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Mountain lion prints discovered this Spring along
Escondido Creek in Elfin
Forest.
Photo: Leonard Wittwer

The concrete flood
control channel photographed during one
of the winter’s historic
rains.
Photo: Nathan Serrato

Preparing
Leaders for the
Future
by Hannah Walchak | Land Conservation Manager

The Board and staff of the Conservancy
invite the public to learn more about the
Conservancy’s work and help them refine
goals and strategies as they move into the
next decades.
The Conservancy will be hosting strategic
planning sessions around North County, starting in late spring, so that those interested can
become familiar with the Conservancy’s work, meet the staff, learn about the Conservancy’s challenges and
opportunities, and provide feedback and suggestions to plan and implement upcoming conservation, preservation, and education projects in the North County.
Please contact the Conservancy at address if you’d like to be added to the planning e-mail list so you can
participate in a planning session(s). Sessions will be held in various North County locations representative
of different focus communities within the watershed. Each planning session will provide an overview of
the Conservancy’s strategic watershed approach, as well as discussions around community-specific topics.
Participants do not have to be a member of the co-host organization to attend, all are welcome at any session.
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Let’s Keep It Wild

So what should we do next? The Conservancy will keep raising funds to buy and protect existing habitat in North County,
especially puzzle pieces that connect existing preserved areas
creating corridors for animal migration. But we’ll also be on
the lookout for opportunities to restore degraded land. This
means coaxing defunct orchards and abandoned sports fields
back into the lush, biodiverse coastal sage scrub, chaparral,
and wetland habitat that they once were. In our lifetimes, we
plan to see wildlife thriving in these places.
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Conservancy protected land is home to lots of North County
gems found in few other places - we estimate that dozens
of endangered Coastal California Gnatcatcher juveniles have
been raised and fledged on the hundreds of acres of coastal sage scrub found on Conservancy lands over the years.
Coastal sage scrub, a habitat type which has been more than
90% eliminated in southern california, is also home to other
rare species of plants, animals and insects - making it one
of our prime conservation targets. Tracts of chaparral, oak
woodlands, rocky outcrops, shady canyons and streamside
habitats harbor nature in all its many manifestations.
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“According to
the evidence,
it’s us.”

Coastal Linkage
G

From a group of neighbors working to protect their beloved backcountry from development, to a non-profit caring
for more than 3,000 acres of precious wildlife habitat, the
Escondido Creek Conservancy’s land conservation work has
come a long way, by
staying exactly where
we belong. For 30
years, we’ve prioritized
protecting land with
diverse habitat qualities
protecting/preserving
a sample of almost all
habitat types found in
the Escondido Creek
watershed.
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by Hannah Walchak | Land Conservation Manager

S

INTERSTATE

5

RANC
SANTA
San Elijo
Lagoon
SOLANA BEACH

Large Animal Linkage
on d
Esc

Bo
undary

can Proverb

DALEY RANCH

Stanley
Peak
Lake Wohlford
Escondido Creek Trail
East Trailhead

Bottle
Peak

INTERSTATE

15
78

Escondido
Creek Trail
West Trailhead

Double Peak
Park

ELFIN FOREST

ou
nd
ar
y

Wa
tershed
B

San Dieguito
Reservoir

i do
o nd
E sc

Olivenhain
Reservoir

Grape
Day Park

NX
LY
G
IN
MISS

ESCONDIDO

Pollinator Linkage

HARMONY
GROVE

reek
do C

CHO
A FE

Dixon
Lake

Reidy Creek

art of the Gnatcatcher Linkage

MISS

ido Watersh
e
d
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Games For A Cause!
Return the correctly completed activities page in our remit envelope. $5 will be
donated to the Eichen Education Fund and you’ll receive a free sticker! Check your
answers by visiting escondidocreek.org/eichenedfund

Critter Crossing Word Puzzle

Use the clues below to help fill in the blanks in the
crossword puzzle.
Down
1. Grow new antlers every year
3. Have 4 to 5 times more sensory
cells in their front paws than
most mammals
5. Can leap up to 40 feet horizontally
7. Loudest creature in the watershed
9. Escondido Creek is too warm to support
this species of fish
Across
2. The official state bird of California
4. Run with their tail up
6. Fast enough to prey on rattlesnakes
8. Scientific name: Lynx rufus
10. Run with their tail down

A recent development in downton Escondido

Adapting Our Programs
by Benny Hadley | Conservation Intern

Cal State San Marcos (CSUSM) is the home of the
Cougars! And the Cougars at CSUSM are working hard
to help pollinators, which are in peril across the globe.
The Escondido Creek Conservancy has teamed up with
CSUSM’s Environmental Stewards Association to create
a native pollinator garden. Many students, faculty, and professionals have worked hard to make this happen—from
planting native species to attract pollinators, to laying
pathways, mulch, river rock beds, and setting boulders
and arches. The pollinator garden at CSUSM is well on its
way to becoming a beloved retreat.
Children at the neighboring Center for Children & Families
enjoy taking walks in the garden with their class, and
the neighboring sustainable food garden has also seen a
boost in productivity since the installment of the pollinator
garden. While pollinator gardens are great for food gardens, they are especially important to our native species.
Some CSUSM students are volunteering at the garden
through The Escondido Creek Conservancy’s service
learning program, while others are conducting research on
pollinators under the direction of the CSUSM faculty. Our
hope is to learn as much as we can about our native pollinators and inspire others to create habitat for pollinators
in their own yards, so that we can continue to see these
amazing creatures flourish.

Land Steward
by Ann Van Leer | Executive Director
Everyone needs an escape every now and then, and
students are no different… Many students who struggle
to learn in a traditional classroom setting thrive in the
unique setting of an outdoor classroom. And when students participate in our Habitats program, they don’t just
escape the classroom once—they do it multiple times!
Our students participate in an “escape room” style
lesson, where we guide them through solving riddles to
unlock treasure chests and discover native plants and animals. Then, students get to see these plants and animals
first-hand when they explore four native habitats at the
Elfin Forest Recreational Reserve. There, students get to
use their innate curiosity to guide the discussion. And we
never know when a lizard or a hummingbird might interrupt us to provide an unexpected learning opportunity!
After their trip, students participate in a litter clean-up
in their community—helping to make Escondido cleaner
and local habitats healthier. These escapes are just what
students need to refresh their minds and grow their passion for nature!
We plan to share more about our programs and
the impact they are having on local students at a
public workshop later this year. Stay tuned for more
information!
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Leave your Legacy!
Roll your IRA over to
support wildlife.

The George Sardina, MD Preserve is home to wildlife like the mule deer (Odocoileus hemionus)

Why Do You Give?

Dr. George Sardina

Join Us Today.
Land Legacy Society

GIFTS THROUGH A WILL OR TRUST

Meet Miriam “Mimi” Jupp, one
of the newest members of our
Legacy Society. From early
childhood to today Mimi feels
“fortunate to have the delight
and beauty of nature surround
her.” When asked if she could
leave one legacy, her response
was, “A love and application
of nature and its intact and
multi-faceted forms,” which
is why she chose to incorporate the Conservancy into her
planned giving. Mimi gives with
the “optimistic hope that a natural environment can be a gift
to be enjoyed for all time.”

GIFTS THROUGH A RETIREMENT PLAN OR LIFE INSURANCE

escondidocreek.org/donate

by Meghan Williams | Development Associate

Make a gift that costs nothing during your lifetime, and consider leaving a
legacy with The Escondido Creek Conservancy
A gift to The Escondido Creek Conservancy in your will, trust or other plans
will ensure our watershed’s open spaces and wildlife are enjoyed and protected for years to come. There are many ways you can arrange a meaningful
gift to the Conservancy, the following listed are the most common.
Of course, we always recommend you work with your advisors to determine
which gift(s) is most appropriate for you.
How to Leave a Legacy:
AN OUTRIGHT GIFT

CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITIES
CHARITABLE REMAINDER TRUST/CHARITABLE ANNUITY TRUSTS
GIFTS OF REAL ESTATE
CHARITABLE LEAD TRUSTS
To help save resources, please pass this publication on to a
For More Informationnature loving friend or recycle after use.
If you are considering a legacy gift, we would be delighted to have a confi-

